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Thank you Mr. Chair, 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) would like to thank the HRC for holding a dedicated Panel 

discussion on the important topic of violence against indigenous women and girls. 

UNFPA works on the rights of indigenous peoples within the context of our mandate, in more than 150

countries and territories that are home to the vast majority of Indigenous peoples, as well as on the regional

and global level. In our programmes and advocacy efforts, UNFPA places emphasis on the promotion and

protection of the rights of indigenous women and girls, with priority attention dedicated to the recognition of

their  rights  in  national  constitutions  and  laws;  their  right  to  participate  in  decision  making  and policy

processes; their right to be counted and their problems being adequately visualized in censuses, surveys and

administrative data systems; their right to sexual and reproductive health, free from coercion, discrimination

and violence;  and the ability of indigenous girls  and women to fully exercise their  reproductive rights.

UNFPA works consistently to address gender based violence (GBV) and harmful practices through dedicated

policies,  legislation  and health  services. For  instance  through the  Joint  Global  Programme  on Essential

Services for Women and Girls Subject to Violence, launched in December 2013.  This programme covers

women across the spectrum, but has a special focus on the most poor, vulnerable and marginalized, including

rural women, ethnic minorities and indigenous women, trafficked women and women with disabilities. The

programme is being piloted in seven countries. 

Violence Against Women is a world-wide phenomenon, affecting women and girls of any social condition,

age, or nationality. However, the legal recognition of indigenous peoples, is a fundamental pre-requisite to

ensure that their rights and the specific needs of women and girls are mainstreamed in national strategies to

combat violence against indigenous women and girls. In 2013, a joint study on violence against indigenous

girls, adolescents and young women was undertaken in collaboration between UNFPA, ILO, UNICEF, UN-

Women and the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children.

The study was constrained by serious data limitations, and in particular by the fact that generic data and

evidence on violence against women, when available, usually is not dissagregated on the basis of etnicity and

young age. Despite these data and information related challeges, the study provides good evidence on the

higher prevalence of harmful practices affecting indigenous young women and girls (such as early and forced

marriage and FGM); of labour exploitation and harassment, for instance among indigenous young women

and  girls  employed  as  domestic  workers;  and  of  the  higher  level  of  exposure  to  sexual  violence  and

trafficking in contexts of armed conflict. In conclusion, the study provided important evidence that generic

policies and programmes to prevent and address violence against women risk to overlook indigenous women



and girls if their status and specific realities are not recognized from the outset. Further, it established that the

promotion of intercultural sexual and reproductive health models has been found to be a success factor to

address violence against indigenous women and girls, as violence is often detected and reported for the first

time when women approach sexual and reproductive health services.    

Moreover,  UNFPA  has  a  track  record  of  working  together  with  governments  and  indigenous  peoples’

organizations to ensure that their worldviews and cultural perspectives are integrated in national legal, policy

and institutional frameworks.  The participation of indigenous women and girls has been important in the

design  and  implementation  of  several  initiatives  supported  by  UNFPA,  and  this  approach  has  often

contributed to greater ownership and improved cultural sensitivity. The principle of free, prior and informed

consent consecrated in the UN Declaration on Rights of  Indigenous peoples entails that joint involvement of

development agencies with indigenous authorities is a mandatory requirement. 

To conclude, let me emphasize that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls upon all of us to

intensify our work to ensure that no one is left behind. As we embark upon the implementation of the 2030

Agenda and the SDGs, disaggregation of data is imperative to monitor the situation faced by indigenous girls

and women.  There is  a need to strengthen the capacity of national  information systems to capture data

specific to indigenous peoples and socioeconomic data disaggregated by sex, age and ethnic status. Also, the

links between gender-based violence and intersecting forms of discrimination on the basis of age, location,

ethnic status, disability status, marital status, sexual orientation and gender identity will greatly contribute to

the design and implementation of policies that leave no woman and girl behind. 

In  addition  to  the  prevention  and  prtection  from Gender-Based  Violence,  an  integral  approach  to  the

realization of the rights to education,  health, work and adequates standards of living of indigenous women

and girls will be fundamental for their dignity and well-being and a wise investment to help their households

and  communities to thrive.


